
 

ELIGIBLE STUDENTS: 
5-7 Year olds who are able to:  
• Identify all letters of the alphabet and most of their sounds 
• Sound out simple 3 or 4 letter words (with minimal help) 
• Draw a picture and tell about it 
• Identify their base shapes 
• Identify colors 
• Follow along in a book 
• Stay focused on one activity for at least 15 minutes  

Class Dates: 
Fall 2019: September 3 – January 17 
Spring 2020: January 20 – May 22 
Breaks: Labor Day  (Sept. 2), Thanksgiving (Nov. 25-29), Christmas Break (Dec. 16 - Jan. 10), 
Winter Break (Feb. 17-21), Holy Week and Bright Monday (April 13-20) 
Class Times: Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays at 11:10 a.m. Eastern (10:10 a.m. Central), 
55 min.
Instructor: Celeste Gregor 
E-mail: cgregor@raphaelschool.org 

SCHEDULE FOR LEVEL 1: 

CLASS SESSIONS DATES:  
Classes will take place on Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays: 11:10am — 12:05pm (EST) 
for 31 weeks and 91 classes on the following dates*  --  

September (12): 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 30 
October (14): 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30 
November (9): 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, [Thanksgiving Break]  
December (6): 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, [Christmas Break]  
January (9): [Christmas Break/End 1st Semester] 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 
February (9): 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, [Winter Break], 24, 25, 26 
March (14): 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31 
April (9): 1, 6, 7, 8, [Holy Week/Bright Monday], 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 
May (9): 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20 [End 2nd Semester] 

Level 1: Illustrated Classics 

Yearlong course, 2019-2020

mailto:cgregor@raphaelschool.org


*Please note the above dates and times are the anticipated class sessions for this course. However, all 
dates are subject to change as the instructor’s circumstances might dictate (e.g. illness, family 
emergency). Any classes canceled by the instructor will be made up at an alternate time designated by the 
instructor.  

OFFICE HOURS:  In addition to scheduled class times, teachers will generally designate an 
optional weekly session as needed. During “Office Hours” students may raise questions, seek 
assistance, or review class material. 

REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS: 

Poetry 

When We Were Very Young by A.A. Milne 

Fall 2019  

The Ox-Cart Man
How to Make an Apple Pie and See the World
The Pumpkin Runner by Marsha Arnold
The Mitten by Jan Brett
The Very Last First Time
 
Spring 2020 
 
Owl Moon
Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle
The Salamander Room
The Gardener by Sarah Stewart
Blueberries for Sal
Rechenka’s Eggs
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/0140361235/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0140504419/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679880836/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0803721242/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/075002867X/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/088899043X/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/Owl-Moon-Jane-Yolen/dp/0399214577/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=owl+moon&qid=1552598447&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0723247757/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679861874/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/031236749X/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/014050169X/?ref=idea_lv_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/Rechenkas-Eggs-Paperstar-Patricia-Polacco/dp/0698113853/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=rechenka%27s+eggs&qid=1552598421&s=gateway&sr=8-1


LEVEL 1 COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

The Level 1 Liberal Arts Course is designed to be an early elementary interactive course for 
young learners that will cultivate their love and delight for reading and story. Mrs. Gregor will 
work closely with parents to deepen the innate wonder young learners possess and create a 
community among the students as they gather regularly to read and enjoy great children's story-
books. The course will contain the following components: 
• Literature-based lessons and projects from experienced homeschool families delivered 

online 
• Ongoing resources and support for parents and students 
• Pacing and structure with ample opportunities for expanded and deeper engagement with 

course topics 
• A wide variety of carefully selected texts, including: 

◦ Poems 
◦ Stories and quotations from Saints 
◦ Stories and passages from Holy Scripture 
◦ Myths, legends, and fables from around the world 

During the course, students will practice: 

Reading 
• Reading selections of the best illustrated books
• Vocabulary
• Pronunciation and phonics
• Learning about the world through a wide variety of literature

Discussion 
• Listening skills
• Retelling narratives
• Answering questions leading to definition, example, and comparison

Composition 
• Completing creative projects on literary themes
• Presenting in class using “show and tell” format
• Writing vocabulary words from literature selections

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: EXECUTIVE FUNCTION SKILLS  

Students enrolling in Level 1 Illustrated Classics will have the opportunity to develop a variety 
of skills throughout the year. Executive Function Skills speaks to a set of qualities and skill sets 
students can develop and hone to better approach the courses, lectures, readings and teachers 
they will face in their future academic coursework.  

Page !  of !3 5



We will focus on cultivating several valuable skills and qualities: 

1. An Engaged Student: One who is willing to join in class discussion, ask questions, sup-
ply answers, and think critically to determine his or her own opinions.  

2. Camaraderie and Peer Support: Students are encouraged to be supportive of one anoth-
er in the classroom. Classmates will not only share and receive encouragement on homework 
projects, but we also share news and life events with each other throughout the year. Students 
are expected to treat each other with kindness and compassion, providing a safe and support-
ive environment in which to learn.  

3. Initiative/Maturity: Students learn to order their thoughts and practice staying on topic 
when coming to their microphone or sharing a story or thought on an assigned theme. All 
students are expected to prioritize and meet deadlines and submission requirements, and par-
ents are expected to notify the teacher if there is a delay in completing and assignment. 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS IN ACTION 

Students will be assigned weekly or bi-weekly homework assignments that cover a variety of 
subjects that include science, art, history, creative writing, and social studies. Each assignment 
will have a due date and students will have an opportunity to present their work in class. Each 
assignment is designed to be flexible to fit the student’s needs. For example, a writing assign-
ment might have a minimum requirement of one paragraph (which may be longer if desired) and 
it may be written, typed, or dictated based on the students strengths and ability. 

During class discussion, students are encouraged to answer and pose questions, share ideas and 
practice critical thinking. Each week the teachers goal is to get children comfortable THINKING 
and SHARING their thoughts. There is less emphasis on right and wrong answers as we strive to 
create a strong base of curiosity and confidence for future learning. 

In this class, students will be expected to listen attentively, and participate actively in class dis-
cussions and practices. Students are expected to arrive to class on time and with all assigned ma-
terial completed. The instructor will facilitate learning for the student, but the responsibility for 
staying up-to-date with classwork and assignments ultimately falls to the student and parent. 

All assignments will be due into the appropriate Schoology Assignment folder prior to the start 
of class on its due date.  Students may submit their work by scanning their homework pages (or 
submitting a photo if it is not a written assignment) and uploading it into the Schoology assign-
ment window.  
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THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM: 
We will be using the free online “virtual classroom” software provided by Zoom, one of the lead-
ing companies that provides such software.  The virtual classroom will provide students with in-
teractive audio, text chat and an interactive whiteboard in which texts, diagrams, video and other 
media can be displayed and analyzed. We will provide students with a link (via email) that will 
enable students to join the virtual classroom. 

Specific information regarding the technology used by Scholé Academy (including required 
technology) can be found by visiting the Technology in the Classroom section of the Student 
Parent Handbook.   

Students will submit documents by scanning and uploading them to their personal computer, 
then attaching those files as .pdfs to an email.  They will submit their work to the Level 1 
Schoology assignment page (access granted after enrollment is secured).   

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR: 

Celeste Gregor: 
Celeste is the product of classical and literature based home education, from kindergarten 
through high school. During high school she found a passion for textiles which eventually led to 
a year of study abroad at an arts folkschool in Sweden. There she fell in love with making the 
practical and mundane things in life beautiful, bringing nature into the home and daily life, and 
using the beauty that can be found around us to bring joy, depth, and learning into family life.
Celeste now lives in the Finger Lakes region of New York with her husband David, their 5 month 
old Willa Irene, 3-year-old daughter Dulcy Lucia, and her two step daughters, Meredith and 
Samantha. The family attends Saint John the Baptist church in Rochester. In addition to supple-
menting the older girls’ public school experience with home-based learning, Celeste is enjoying 
planting the seeds of a lifelong love of learning, and building a foundation for future home-
schooling with Willa and Dulcy.
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http://www.scholeacademy.com/student-parent-handbook/

