
CLASS DATES  
 

Fall 2019: September 3 – January 17 
Spring 2020: January 20 – May 22 
Breaks: Labor Day (Sept. 2), Thanksgiving (Nov. 25-29), Christmas Break (Dec. 16 - Jan. 10), 
Winter Break (Feb. 17-21), Holy Week and Bright Monday (April 13-20) 
Class Times: Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 10:05 Eastern Time; 55 min. 
Instructor: Elizabeth Johnson with special Trinity Time teacher, Presbytera Maria Koulianos 
E-mail: ejohnson@raphaelschool.org 
  
  

SCHEDULE FOR LEVEL 3 
  
Class Sessions Dates:  
Classes will take place on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays: 10:05 — 11:00 
(EST) for 31 weeks and 122 classes on the following dates 
RED indicates Trinity Time 
  
September (16): 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26, 30 
October (19): 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 24, 28, 29, 30, 31 
November (12): 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21 [Thanksgiving Break]  
December (8): 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12 [Christmas Break]  
January (12): [Christmas Break/End 1st Semester]13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30 
February (12): 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, [Winter Break], 24, 25, 26, 27 
March (18): 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26, 30, 31 
April (13): 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, [Holy Week/Bright Monday], 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30 
May (12): 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21 [End 2nd Semester] 
 
 

REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

• The Silver Chair by C.S. Lewis 
• The Door in the Wall by Marguerite de Angeli 
• Cricket in Times Square by George Seldon 
• A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 
• Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 
•  In addition, we will have the following 3 unit studies. No books need to be purchased for these; 

materials will be provided online & in class: 
• Poetry Unit: Shakespeare Meets Pooh - Materials will be provided online & in class 
• Fairy Tale Unit: Cinderella and Company - Materials will be provided online & in class 
• Fables Unit: To Aesop and Beyond! - Materials will be provided online & in class 



 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
The Level 3 Liberal Arts Course is built around a survey of book genres, providing the students 
with an overview of many classifications of books. These have been chosen to capture the 
interest and imagination of the student as we discuss many subjects and topics related to the 
stories. The instructor will help students build the skills they need to be attentive students and 
supportive and respectful classmates, as well as curious learners and independent critical 
thinkers. The course will contain the following components: 
Reading 
• Enjoy reading a selection of high-quality chapter books 
• Expand vocabulary 
• Establish a strong connection with books and an enthusiasm for reading 
• Learn about the world through a wide variety of literature 
Discussion 
• Develop listening skills 
• Practice retelling narratives 
• Answer questions leading to definition, example, and comparison 
Composition 
• Complete journals and writing assignments based on literary themes 
• Present homework in class 
• Practice writing vocabulary words from literature selections 
Trinity Time 
Trinity Time is a catechism course for St. Raphael School students in Levels II & III. The 
purpose of the lessons is to help each student grow in their love for God and the Church 
cultivating a deeper understanding of living as Orthodox Christians in the world. Students and 
families will be invited to spend time during the week praying, reading Scripture, meeting the 
saints, reading stories, learning the hymns of the Church and reinforcing the foundational 
teachings of the Faith. 
 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: EXECUTIVE FUNCTION SKILLS 
 

Students enrolling in Level 3 will have the opportunity to develop a variety of skills throughout 
the year. Executive Function Skills speaks to a set of qualities and skill sets students can develop 
and hone to better approach the courses, lectures, readings and teachers they will face in their 
future academic coursework. 
We will focus on cultivating several valuable skills and qualities: 
 
1. An Engaged Student: One who is willing to join in class discussion, ask questions, supply 
answers, and think critically to determine his or her own opinions. 
2. Camaraderie and Peer Support: Students are encouraged to be supportive of one another 
in the classroom. Classmates will not only share and receive encouragement on homework 
projects, but we also share news and life events with each other throughout the year. Students 
are expected to treat each other with kindness and compassion, providing a safe and supportive 
environment in which to learn. 
 



3. Initiative/Maturity: Students learn to order their thoughts and practice staying on topic 
when coming to their microphone or sharing a story or thought on an assigned theme. All 
students are expected to prioritize and meet deadlines and submission requirements, and parents 
are expected to notify the teacher if there is a delay in completing and assignment. 
 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS IN ACTION 
 
*Students will be assigned homework assignments that cover a variety of subjects that include 
science, art, history, creative writing, and social studies. Each assignment will have a due date 
and students periodically will have an opportunity to present their work in class. 
*During class discussion, students are encouraged to answer and pose questions, share ideas and 
practice critical thinking. There is less emphasis on right and wrong answers than there is in the 
problem-solving and critical thinking process, as we strive to create a foundation of curiosity and 
confidence for future learning. 
*In this class, students will be expected to listen attentively, and participate actively in class 
discussions and practices. Students are expected to arrive to class on time and with all assigned 
material completed. The instructor will facilitate learning for the student, but the responsibility 
for staying up-to-date with classwork and assignments ultimately falls to the student and parent. 
*All assignments will be due into the appropriate Schoology Assignment folder prior to the start 
of class on its due date. Students may submit their work by scanning their homework pages (or 
submitting a photo if it is not a written assignment) and uploading it into the Schoology 
assignment window. 
 

THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM 
 

We will be using the free online “virtual classroom” software provided by Zoom, one of the 
leading companies that provides such software. The virtual classroom will provide students with 
interactive audio, text chat and an interactive whiteboard in which texts, diagrams, video and 
other media can be displayed and analyzed. We will provide students with a link (via email) that 
will enable students to join the virtual classroom. Specific information regarding the technology 
used by Scholé Academy (including required technology) can be found by visiting the 
Technology in the Classroom section of the Student Parent Handbook. Students will submit 
documents by scanning and uploading them to their personal computer, then attaching those files 
as .pdfs to an email. They will submit their work to the LEVEL 3 Schoology assignment page 
(access granted after enrollment is secured). 
 

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR 
 

As a teacher for St. Raphael School, Elizabeth Crispina Johnson draws from her experiential 
background as well as her academic. Having started homeschooling the first of her three children 
in 1983, she continues homeschooling with three of her eight grandchildren. As time allows, 
Elizabeth also writes children’s books, four of which have been published by Ancient Faith 
Publishing. She holds a master's degree in intercultural training, a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Biblical Studies and Theology, an associate degree in early childhood education, and also 
attended a one-year missiology program at Fuller Theological Seminary. Elizabeth lives in 
western New York and attends St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church in Rochester. 


