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Featured Saint

Feasts of the
Month
New Calendar
November 9

Living
Fr. Peter
Eleousa
Phyllis
Lynn
Joseph
Linda

Departed
Barbara Joy
Suzan
Elliot
Timothy
Fr. Porphyrios
Fr. Abraham

Saint Nectarius

November 13
St. John
Chrysostom

November 14
Grace shining forth from your lips like
a beacon has enlightened the universe.
It has shown to the world the riches of
poverty; it has revealed to us the
heights of humility. Teaching us by
your words, O Father John
Chrysostom, intercede before the
Word, Christ our God, to save our
souls!
- Troparion, Tone 8
“Prayer is the place of refuge for every
worry, a foundation for cheerfulness, a
source of constant happiness. A
protection against sadness.”
- St. John Chrysostom

Holy Apostle Phillip

November 16
Holy Apostle and
Evangelist Matthew

November 25
Holy Great Martyr
Catherine of
Alexandria

November 30
Holy, Glorious
and Illustrious
Apostle Andrew
the First-Called

Note From the Editor

Dear St. Raphael Journal readers, thank you for checking out our newsletter! It
wouldn't be possible without all the amazing support from SRS teachers and staff.
If you would like to see more student submissions, please explore the St. Raphael
School Journal Website. To submit names for the prayer list or a student
submission, email the Newsletter team here.
Andrea Woolman
Managing Editor & Website Coordinator
St. Raphael School Journal

November 2020

2

Essay
Featured
This
Month
More
Parish
News

You’re Getting Destroyed: The Sequel
By Katherine Thomas – Column Writer

In the Old Testament,

x

Nahum is kind of violent.
In chapter one, God expresses
His jealous fury: “God is
jealous, and the Lord is an
avenger… the Lord takes
vengeance on His adversaries
and drives out His enemies.”
“Well this will be
(1:2) He will give victory and
boring; everyone knows the
peace (“consolation”) to Judah
story of Jonah,” you may
over the Assyrians, who have
think. This is true. But, in a
oppressed them. Chapter two
bamboozling twist, I am not
reiterates this point, also
referring to the book of
Jonah. I am referring to Jonah describing the downfall of
Nineveh by fire and flood.
Pt. 2. Yes, there is actually a
Chapter three finishes the
sequel to the book of Jonah:
prophecy by further
Nahum.
emphasizing Nineveh’s
wickedness, then illustrates
Ironically, “Nahum”
means “consolation”. I doubt the judgement of a harlot.
that Nineveh found the doommessage consoling. Nahum
“. . . in the same way that He
lived around the mid-600s BC
destroyed Nineveh through
in Elkeshai, and the Orthodox
fire and flood, so He also
Church commemorates him
on December 1st. Unlike poor purges our hearts: through the
anonymous Obadiah, we have fire of the Holy Spirit and the
flood of Baptism.”
a bit of a background for
Nahum: he descended from
the tribe of Simeon and lived
Where did this random
at the time of the prophets
harlot come from? As a matter
Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and
of fact, she came all the way
Habakkuk
from the book of Revelation,
and typifies all evil. That is all I
Now that we have a
need to say about her.
picture of our prophet, we
may dive into the book’s
Like Obadiah, Nahum is a
content: Oh my! Duck!
prophecy within a prophecy.
Ouch! Help!
God tells His prophet to warn
the Assyrian city of Nineveh
that for their wickedness,
they will be overthrown.
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x

Nineveh represents sin in the
human heart. The first words
of the prophecy are these:
“God is jealous.” When humans
choose false gods - food,
money, self - over Him, He is
jealous of our love. He looks
for the place in our hearts
meant for Him, and finds it as
crowded with idols as the
Assyrian city. But in the same
way that He destroyed
Nineveh through fire and
flood, so He also purges our
hearts: through the fire of the
Holy Spirit and the flood of the
Holy Spirit and the flood of
Baptism.
Here you have Nahum in
a nutshell. From what Jonah
wrote in his book, he wanted
this judgement for Nineveh
very badly. But Nah, um, God
was saving that for Nahum.
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The Fourth Step - On Obedience
By John Dye – Column Writer

In his fourth step of

go to see him, he would show
his magnum opus, The
him a new bruise or ailment
Ladder of Divine Ascent, Saint delivered by his cruel mentor.
John Climacus speaks of
Saint John reminded him again
obedience. I have already
and again to persevere in his
written about the first two
discipleship, but soon enough,
sections of this chapter, so
Acacius had died. When
without further adieu, I
Acacius’ elder told a nearby
present the third.
holy man that his pupil had
died, he did not believe it.
To conclude the triad of
Acacius’ elder persuaded him
readings, Saint John speaks of
mentors and spiritual fathers
who must help us on our way.
“. . . if we have Acacius'
He gives several examples of
obedience, we will never
these, so today I will tell the
truly die . . .”
story of one. He speaks of a
man named Acacius. He was
x
ordered to be fathered by a
to accompany him to Acacius’
cruel and vicious monk, who tomb. When he had done this,
was so mean-spirited and
the holy man asked Acacius if
abusive, that every time
he was dead. Acaius
Father John Climacus would responded, “‘How is it possible,
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Father, for a man who is a doer
of obedience to die?’”
(Climacus 4.110) At once,
Acacius’ elder fell to the
ground, and then spent the
rest of his days at Acacius’
tomb, telling every passerby
that he had committed
murder. In conclusion, if we
have Acacius’ obedience, we
will never truly die, for we will
be with Christ, in the
sanctuary at the top of the
Ladder.
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Reading Journal*

Autumn is Arriving

By Owen Bender

By Ellie Heise

Rhetorical Analysis
X
The blue jays announce their arrival,
While the chickadees introduce themselves.
The cardinals chirp a cheerful hello,
As the geese give a goodbye honk.
Autumn is arriving.
There’s color change in the trees,
The leaves are slowly falling.
The air is getting nippy,
The winds begin to howl.
Autumn is arriving.
Sir Reginald* has come hopping,
Lady Regina* running behind.
Edward* is eating the last of the clover,
Jeffery and Juliet* steal seed.
Not a very Noble deed.
Autumn is arriving.

*Edward is a whistling pig (groundhog,
woodchuck, or land beaver) that lives by our
house.
*Sir Robin Reginald and Lady Regina Reginald
are bunnies that live by our house.
*Jeffery and Juliet are chipmunks that live by
our house.
St. Raphael School Journal

Book: Iliad
Title/Description: Lines 51-61
Pages read: 239 – 264
Date: 10/18/20

Identify the key message of the text. In a
single sentence, sum up what the author is
saying.
“We'll beat the Trojans if you're willing to put in
the effort.”

Identify the speaker/author of the text.
What relationship does he/she have to the
audience? What relationship does he/she have
to the subject matter? What background,
character, knowledge or expertise lends
credibility to the author?
The speaker is Poseidon disguised as Calchas.
The former has the authority of a god, and the
latter is a great friend and ally of the audience.

Identify the original intended audience
of the text. What feelings, ideas, identities, and
experiences of the audience are important to
understanding the persuasiveness of the text ?
The two Ajaxes originally have a patriotic
pride, but also have courage put in the directly
from Poseidon.

*See Month Highlight Literature Level 6 to read about
the purpose of reading journals.
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Submissions of Fine Arts

Mysteries

By Aislinn & Elyse Hawkins
Mystery, mystery what will it be?
All that you contain will come to light by me;
For whatever it takes, whatever it costs,
Even if it takes me until the first frosts.

What’s blue and black, white and gold?
The colors you see are quite bold,
Some see one, some the other;
It put us all in quite a dither.

What could be hidden in me?
Just open my cover and you shall see,
Much to your delight,
All the stories that are in sight.

Asleep by day, awake by night,
Fed in the evening, and used for light;
This mysterious being can not hide very well,
But held in the open, it is quite swell.

We give lots of presents and gifts,
And all the kids like it quite well;
But in the end it comes down to thisLove, joy and happiness.

Some are white, some are bold
Some are deadly, some are gold
Some are mellow, some are yellow
But when you pick it you will know.

What flashes through the universe?
So fast that we can barely see,
The mysteries they might be holding;
Of things from beyond the deep.

If you can solve these mysteries,
You are much smarter than me;
For all I do is sit and think,
Of all these things that should not be.

Why don't you take off the mask you wear?
So we can see your face;
It is always in the shadows,
And never in a lighted place.

Answers:
Intro
A good book
Christmas
A shooting star
Clown

The Dress
Fire
A flower
Conclusion

Samuel
Jenkins

Heidi
Wagner
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Level 3 Literature

Level 3 has
experienced its first month
with Dr. Erin Moulton who
lives in Kansas with her
husband and 4 sons. We have
been reading Wonder Tales
from Around the World which
contains various tales from
around the world. We have
also been studying poetry
and have been writing a
poem or two ourselves.
During Trinity Time we have
been learning mostly about
the Nativity of the Theotokos.
X

Contributed by
Nicholas Kjendal
x

x

Level 5 Literature

This month the level 5
students finished reading A
Sand County Almanac, a book
which sparked some
interesting conversations
about the way we look on and
treat nature. A college
professor visited the classes
and talked to the students
about the book and what the
author, Aldo Leopold, wanted
people to get out of his work.
A Sand County Almanac is a
deep book that requires
serious thought. After such a
deep book, students moved
on to The Adventures of Tom
St. Raphael School Journal

x

Sawyer by Mark Twain, which is
less deep but still provides
good food for thought and
wonderful conversation
material. In addition to these
books, the students have also
started reading portions of
The Elements of Style by
William Strunk, Jr., and E.B.
White and learning important
things about writing which
they will apply to papers they

“The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer . . .
provides good food
for thought and
wonderful
conversation
material.”

X

chapter, the class has
discussed the basics of
rhetoric and persuasive
speech, because speeches are
quite common in epic poetry.
Among these basics is the
"triangle of communication"
consisting of speaker/ethos
(establishing credibility in the
speech), message/logos (the
logic of the speech), and
audience/pathos (playing to
the audience's emotions). In
fact, one of the possible
aforementioned reading
journal exercises exploring
this triangle is "Rhetorical
Analysis"; an example of which
is in the student submissions
for this month.

Contributed by Owen
Bender
x

will write in the future. Overall,
October has been a very
fruitful and enjoyable month.

Contributed by Susanna
Dorham

Level 6 Literature

The Ancient Classics
Literature class has now
passed the halfway mark in
Homer's Iliad. Other than
continuing the "reading
journal" exercises for each

Level 6 History

The Level 6 Ancient
History students are still
reading The Landmark
Herodotus edited by Robert B.
Strassler. In fact, they just
passed the halfway point in
the book last week. The
students are kept very busy,
not only with the copious
amount of reading and
continuous reading journals,
but also with additional
writing assignments. For
November 2020
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example, they recently
completed their first Narratio
with an Ecphrasis. For those
who don’t know, a Narratio is
a retelling of a short story or
episode of a longer story; and
an Ecphrasis attempts to
thoroughly describe
something (a person, event,
object, season, scene, etc.) by
creating seeing through
hearing. The in-class
discussions have also been
very fruitful. Lately, their
discussions have been led by
questions such as: What
would a wise man do back in
Herodotus’ time? How does
one become a wise man?
Overall, the Ancient History
class has been very
productive!

Contributed by
Gabrielle Woolman
X

Level 5 Catechism

In Catechism level 5
(Taught by Fr. Nikolai
Meyers), students have
continued to read Genesis
and to really dig into the
meanings of all the text they
cover. Students have
gathered a much deeper
understanding on how to
read the Bible and gather
information from it. Students
St. Raphael School Journal

have learned how to pick out
what is literal meaning and
what is metaphorical meaning
in the text. Students have also

“Students have
gathered a much
deeper understanding on
how to read the Bible
and gather
information from it.”

The recently completed first
essay (on adapting monastic
wisdom to life "in the world")
comes especially into play in
step five, as St. John describes
a monastery where all those
who have sinned live a life of
self-torment, denying
themselves food and sleep.

Contributed by Owen
Bender.
X

Russian 2

learned a little bit on how to
use and understand a
genealogy. So far the
Catechism level 5 class is
asking lots of very good
questions and is learning a lot.

Contributed by Samuel
Jenkins
X

Level 6 Catechism

In Russian 2, the
students have begun learning
to recite the Creed and “Meet
It Is” in Slavonic. They have
also continued their study in
speaking of family relations
and have just learned how to
ask where one was born and
where one has grown up. Their
teacher has also been
incorporating videos into the
class so that the students
might have some exposure to
the natural sound, rhythm, and
structure of spoken Russian.

The students of
Catechism Level 6 continue to
read and write weekly
Contributed by Aislinn
synopses on The Ladder of
Hawkins.
Divine Ascent. The most
X
recent "step" (step 5) is on
Greek 1
repentance. This is also the
topic of their second essay of
In Greek level 1
the year, more specifically
students have mastered the
entitled "What is Repentance?" Greek alphabet and have
November 2020
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learned to piece letters
together to make words.
Students have learned the
Trisagion hymn as well as the
first half of “O Virgin Pure.”
Students have learned what
breathing marks are, where
they are placed, and what
they represent. Students
have learned to diagram
Greek words and have also
learned their first
conjugation. Students spent
three weeks mastering the
alphabet and now have
moved on to the Memoria
Press workbook. Students
have been practicing their
flashcards as usual. Overall
the Greek level 1 class has
been very productive!

Contributed by Samuel
Jenkins
x

Greek 2

The students of Greek
2, after reviewing adjectives
and prepositions, are finally
moving on to new material.
Their first Bible verse of the
year is 1 Corinthians 13:8
(“Love never fails”). Even as
they learn 5 new vocabulary
words every week, they
continue to review old ones
as not to forget. They
St. Raphael School Journal

After completing 3-4 such
recently learned the dative
drawings in the same manner,
and accusative cases (which
are names for two of the lines
when declining nouns). Each
line stands for a certain part of
“They started out
speech. For instance, if a noun
the month by
is in the accusative case that
learning how the
means that is a direct object.
geometry of a face
On top of that they have also
works in the
been learning a new hymn. Last
Iconographic
month they did “Save O Lord
world.”
Thy People,” and this month
they are working on “Agni
Parthene” (or “O Virgin Pure”).
they then picked their favorite
and traced it onto a
transparent piece of paper.
Contributed by Aislinn
Finally, after improving that
Hawkins
drawing, they added detail
X
work and traced the finished
Iconography
product onto their clayboards.
Apprenticeship
All in all the Iconophiles have
In the Iconography
had a busy and productive
Apprenticeship, the students
month.
have gotten out their pencils.
They started out the month by
Contributed by Aislinn
learning how the geometry of a Hawkins
face works in the Iconographic
world. They then began
working on their first icon: The
Holy Face. The classmates
started this by looking at a
model and copying it, to the
best of their abilities, in their
sketchbooks. Mrs. Sider-Rose
would then give them
feedback, which they would
use to improve their drawings.
X
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Analysis of Esther’s Character from Bleak House
Submitted by Thea Frederick – Column Writer
x

I just finished reading, the sake of making the

Bleak House by Charles
Dickens and it was
fantastic! It was interesting
to read it after having
watched the 2005 tv series
(which was also wonderful
and very well done!) and
see the differences.

character “relatable.” Now
Dickens’ has flawed
characters, but one of the
main characters, Esther
Summerson, seems nigh
perfect. Esther has her
sorrows, but what makes her
different is the way in which
she deals with them.

Dickens is a master at
Anyway, I believe many
pointing out the cultural,
ethical, and governmental a modern reader would
issues of his day. This novel dislike her or not relate to
focuses on the issue of the her for this reason. They
ridiculous chancery
X
system.
“...people like Esther bring a
more subdued form of light
But along with
through which the
Dickens’ witty criticism
drowning can see their light
comes a beautiful romance
for what it truly is, a
and a tale of selfless love,
reflection of the source of
humanity, inhumanity,
light, which is Christ.”
regrets, mistakes,
X
forgiveness, and life.
The aspect I would
like to focus on was
Esther’s character. It is a
very modern style to
create characters who are
incredibly flawed, angsty,
angry, sad, and so on for
St. Raphael School Journal

x
Though these
characters may be more
unrelatable than Katniss
Everdeen or Harry Potter,
they have their place in
literature. These kinds of
characters are able to be a
light in the darkness. It is not
their place to be swallowed
by the darkness and be the
“relatable character”
because they have to be the
lighthouse to those
characters. Our true
lighthouse and haven of
refuge is Christ, but
sometimes one cannot see
Christ, so dark is the storm.
So, people like Esther bring
a more subdued form of
light through which the
drowning can see their light
for what it truly is, a
reflection of the source of
light, which is Christ.

would say “I didn’t like
Esther, she was too perfect.”
While I understand where
this perspective is coming
from, I also think our
modern readers have lost
their ability to appreciate
these kinds of characters.
November 2020
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Katherine Thomas

John Dye

Column Writer

Column Writer

"For God has not given us a spirit of fear,
but of power, and love, and of a
sound mind.”
- 2 Timothy1:7

“ Behold, I have commanded you. Be
strong and courageous. Do not be
cowardly or fearful, for the Lord your God
is with you in all things, wherever you go.”
- Joshua 1:9

Erika Kjendal

Andrea Woolman

Thea Frederick

Column Writer
Managing Editor
Column Writer
“God has not forgotten the
"Any soul that seriously and
Website Coordinator
man to whom He sends
constantly desires joy will
“The person, be it a
suffering and trails, but in
never miss it. Those who
gentleman or lady, who has
this way is proving His
seek find. To those who
not pleasure in a good novel,
closeness to him."
knock it is opened. "
must be intolerably stupid.”
- St. John Chrysostom
- C.S. Lewis
- Jane Austen
St. Raphael School Journal
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