
History of Byzantine Art
Origins to the Present

Fall 2022 Syllabus

Term: Fall Semester 2023,
Target Grade Level: 7+
Schedule: 1x / week, 75 min.
Price: $295.00

Course Sections
Section 1 M 2 p.m. ET with
Randi Sider-Rose

In this discussion-oriented class,
we will steep ourselves in the rich
artistic tradition of Christian
iconography in its architectural
context.  In its earliest definition,

"icon" simply means ""image," and Christian iconography could be in a variety of media:
mosaic, fresco, egg tempera, etc.  We will look at the earliest precursors to Christian
iconography and the flourishing of iconography and ecclesial architecture when Christianity
became legal under Saint Constantine.  We will continue our survey through the various epochs
of the Byzantine Empire, noticing the distinguishing characteristics of the different political and
artistic time periods.  We will spend the last few classes looking at the continuation of
iconography as a living Orthodox tradition practiced all over the world.

In the process of this historical survey, we will address questions such as, What is Byzantine Art
and what makes it distinct?  Are there certain stylistic properties that need to be present for
“Christian Art” to be considered an “icon,” and if so, what are these?  Does it make sense to
speak of “high points” and “low points” of the history of iconography?



Though having a broad sense of the epochs through which the icon has traveled is an important
topic, and one we will cover, the focus of each class will be close and contemplative
examination of landmark churches and icons.  Our discussions as a class will bring out details
that would be difficult to perceive as an individual, as well as bringing to light how different
images strike different people.  Since looking at icons is a catechized process, we will also
consider how our first impression might be influenced by cultural bias, and the icon may have
something new to teach us.

In this class, the icons and examples of ecclesial architecture themselves will be our primary
texts.  In order to “read” the images more knowledgeably, students will practice identifying the
images and some important terms, using review tools created by the instructor on Quizlet.  We
will also read selections from Byzantine Art by the outstanding art historian Robin Cormack and
the highly-accessible Hidden and Triumphant: the Underground Struggle to Save Russian
Iconography.

Student Expectations

While this is primarily a discussion and image-orientated class, the two books periodically
assigned as homework are written at a high level. (To see a sample of these books to gage their
reading level, click on the “See Inside” feature on Amazon.)  Students interested in enrolling
should be able to read at this level and be prepared to engage in discussion during class,
memorize new vocabulary and learn to identify images, comprising about 30-45 minutes of
homework a week.  The final grade will be based on participation (50%) and a final
icon-identifying and vocabulary exam (50%).

Fall Semester dates at Saint Raphael
● Orientation sessions: week of August 29th, 2022
● (Note that this class does not meet on Labor Day, September 5th, 2022)
● Start date:  September 12, 2022
● End date: Friday, January 20, 2023

Holidays
● Monday, November 21 – Friday, November 25, 2022 (Thanksgiving)
● Monday, December 19, 2021 – Friday, January 6, 2023 (Christmas and New

Year’s)

Course materials

Byzantine Art by Robin Cormack

Hidden and Triumphant: The Underground Struggle to Save Russian Iconography, by Irina
Yazykova

https://www.amazon.com/Byzantine-Art-Oxford-History/dp/0198778791/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3D294NW3N3S9M&keywords=robin+cormack+byzantine+art&qid=1646447308&s=books&sprefix=byzantine+art+by+robin+cor%2Cstripbooks%2C125&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Triumphant-Underground-Struggle-Iconography/dp/1557255644/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GLX14S1INYN6&keywords=hidden+and+triumphant+in+books&qid=1646447391&s=books&sprefix=hidden+and+triumphant+in+books%2Cstripbooks%2C122&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Triumphant-Underground-Struggle-Iconography/dp/1557255644/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GLX14S1INYN6&keywords=hidden+and+triumphant+in+books&qid=1646447391&s=books&sprefix=hidden+and+triumphant+in+books%2Cstripbooks%2C122&sr=1-1


Randi Maria Sider-Rose began painting
icons over 20 years ago when she was able to travel to learn from different
iconography teachers across the country. Since then, she has married Michael
Sider-Rose and completed an MDiv at the University of Chicago Divinity School.  As
well as taking commissions from churches and individuals, Mrs. Sider-Rose loves to
walk with students on the journey of learning to see better and more intentionally,
using this “prayer of the hands” to grow in holiness, with God’s grace. Homeschooling
her 4 children in an urban fixer-upper strewn with books, art projects, and Legos
helps keep the whole operation real.

Mrs. Sider-Rose and her family attend Saint Moses the Black Orthodox Mission
Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where she has been blessed by His Grace Bishop
Thomas to serve in the ministry of iconography.

For more information about Mrs. Sider-Rose’s process, please visit her website at
www.immanuelicons.org.

http://www.immanuelicons.org/

