
The Lost Words:
Poetry of Nature and the Orthodox Tradition for Children

Academic Year 2022-23

ELIGIBLE STUDENTS:
Target Grade Levels: 3rd-7th, ages 8-12

Students should be able to read and write independently and have attention span for a
one-hour class of discussion and sharing.

Class Times:
Wednesdays, 3:30 PM ET, Fall Semester

Instructor: Dr. Erin Moulton
E-mail: moultonstraphael@gmail.com

SCHEDULE FOR LIBERAL ARTS LEVEL 3: ADVANCED CHAPTER BOOKS:

CLASS SESSION DATES:
Start date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022
End date: Friday, January 20, 2023

ST. RAPHAEL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS (NO CLASSES):
Monday, September 5, 2022 (Labor Day)
Monday, November 21 – Friday, November 25, 2022 (Thanksgiving)
Monday, December 19, 2021 – Friday, January 6, 2023 (Christmas and New Year)

mailto:moultonstraphael@gmail.com


The Lost Words: Poetry of Nature and the Orthodox Tradition for Children

This class is a deep dive into reading, loving, and writing poetry. The course is inspired by
both Orthodox hymnography and the The Lost Words project along with and the gorgeous
illustrated volumes of poetry and musical compositions that accompany this endeavor.

From The Lost Words project description:
“In 2007, when a new edition of the Oxford Junior Dictionary . . .  was published, a
sharp-eyed reader soon noticed that around forty common words concerning nature had
been dropped. . . . The list of these ‘lost words’ included acorn, adder, bluebell, dandelion,
fern, heron, kingfisher, newt, otter, and willow. Among the words taking their place were
attachment, blog, broadband, bullet-point, cut-and-paste, and voice-mail. The news of these
substitutions ― the outdoor and natural being displaced by the indoor and virtual ―
became seen by many as a powerful sign of the growing gulf between childhood and the
natural world.  Ten years later, Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris set out to make a ‘spell
book’ that will conjure back twenty of these lost words, and the beings they name, from
acorn to wren. By the magic of word and paint, they sought to summon these words again
into the voices, stories, and dreams of children and adults alike, and to celebrate the
wonder and importance of everyday nature.”

In our course, we will delve into these poems each week, reading together, analyzing, and
enjoying songs that have been created from the original poems. We will do the same with
the poetry of the Orthodox liturgical tradition - delving into Akathist hymns, Troparia, and
Kontakia with rich imagery and vocabulary of the natural world and theology.

Students will write an original poem each week, using what read as templates for creative
composition of poetry and songs. Then they will share their works together in class the
following week. Some weeks will also involve watercolor painting projects to accompany
poems. The final result of the course will be a collection of beautiful poetry written by our
class, reclaiming our own use of the lost words of nature and theology.

REQUIRED TEXTS/RESOURCES:

These are books you want to have in your personal collection!

The Lost Words, Robert McFarlane and Jackie Morris
The Lost Spells, Robert McFarlane and Jackie Morris

Basic set of watercolors
Watercolor paper

Recommended text:
Rejoice, Panagia! Offering to Children The Akathist Hymn

(We will use this in class. Not required for home use, but a great addition to your library.)

https://www.thelostwords.org/


STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: EXECUTIVE FUNCTION SKILLS

Students will be expected to attend class regularly, complete and participate in discussions,
brief creative writing projects, and unit creative projects.

1. An Engaged Student: One who is willing to step into the arena of class
discussion, ask questions, supply answers, and follow classroom rules.

2. Attention to Detail & Preparedness: These students will read and prepare for
each class and complete writing and creative projects in a timely manner, submitting
via Schoology.

STUDENT EVALUATION

The instructor instructor will provide a narrative assessment of the student’s progress
and engagement.

THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM

We conduct classes online using Zoom. Students are expected to have cameras on and to
participate regularly in class.

Specific information regarding the technology used by Scholé Academy (including required
technology) can be found by visiting the Technology in the Classroom section of the Student
Parent Handbook.

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTORS:

Dr. Erin Moulton has a deep love for education and has been teaching in some capacity for
over two decades. She holds a PhD in Slavic linguistics from the University of Kansas and
has also studied at Washington University in Saint Louis, Missouri, and in Saint Petersburg,
Russia. In the past, she served as an instructor of Russian language, literature, and culture
at University of Kansas. She has worked professionally as an editor, copywriter, and project
manager in the fields of international compliance and revenue operations. She also  serves
as youth communications liaison for the Orthodox Church in America Diocese of the
Midwest and as board president of the Orthodox Christian Translation Society. Erin and her
husband, Christian, are parishioners at Holy Trinity Church in Overland Park, Kansas,
where she teaches church school and assists in creating a multiyear cycle of curriculum for
the parish. Erin and Christian have four children, all of whom she has educated at home
over the past 15 years. moultonstraphael@gmail.com

http://www.scholeacademy.com/student-parent-handbook/
mailto:moultonstraphael@gmail.com

