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							St. Raphael School

							Join the SRS eNewsletter

						

					

				

				
				
				
			

			
				

				
			

			
				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						
						
						
						2024-2025 Enrollment Now Open!

Live, Online, Classical Education in the Orthodox Tradition

 


						
					

				

					
				

				

				

			
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				St. Raphael School has been supporting homeschooling Orthodox families since 2013.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				As education is a friend to theosis, SRS classes support a student’s journey of transformation into the life of Christ.  We offer a host of integrated liberal arts classes for K–12 students that are based in the classic good and great books from Western and Eastern European culture. We also offer courses in the sacred liturgical arts and in a variety of languages.  SRS, as a dedicated Orthodox school, sits within Scholé Academy as a unique house of studies.  As such, we participate in the benefits and in the renewal of classical Christian education at large.  Committed to preserving an environment of Orthodoxy for our students, we also welcome inquiries and applications from non-Orthodox families to come and partake in our rich and integrated liberal arts curriculum for K-12. We offer both need-based and clergy scholarships to qualifying applicants.  To learn more about us, click the buttons here and at the bottom of this webpage.

Welcome to our beloved community!


			

				
				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				St. Raphael School Principal


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				

				
			

				Check out the SRS Student Journal
			

				Orthodox Clergy & Need-Based Scholarships
			

				See The Right Reverend Bishop Thomas' Letter of Praise
			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						
						Lower School | Grades K–6

						
						

						
					

				

					
				

				

				

			
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Lower-School
Class Periods

8:00–9:00 (ET)
9:15–10:15
10:30–11:30
11:45–12:45
1:00–2:00
2:15–3:15
3:30–4:30
4:45–5:45

 

Visit the Great Hall

Return to All Courses

 

Full SRS Curriculum Map
 


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Liberal Arts


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 1: Illustrated Classics				
			

											
				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 2: Early Chapter Books				
			

											
				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 3: Advanced Chapter Books				
			

			
 

Liberal Arts Curriculum Map
 

 


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Greek


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Greek Alphabet and Grammar Primer (LS)				
			

											
				
				
					Greek Reading & Literature (LS)				
			

			
 

 

Greek Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Catechism


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Catechism Level 3: New Testament				
			

											
				
				
					Orthodox Saints, Nature, and Their Animal Friends | Spring				
			

											
				
				
					Saints and Geography-British Isles | Fall				
			

			
 

Catechism Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Poetry and Writing


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Poetry Explorers: Words, Pictures & Writing Part I | Fall				
			

											
				
				
					Poetry Explorers: Words, Pictures & Writing Part II | Spring				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Arabic | Russian


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Arabic 1 (LS)				
			

			



				
				
					Russian Primer: Alphabet and Songs				
			

											
				
				
					Russian Primer: Reading and Grammar				
			

			
 

 

Russian Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Music | Art | Chant


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Fundamentals of Art with a Focus on Iconography (K-2)				
			

											
				
				
					Recorder, General Music and the Orthodox Tradition				
			

											
				
				
					Fundamentals of Art with a Focus on Iconography (3-5)				
			

											
				
				
					Byzantine Chant Fundamentals for Children				
			

											
				
				
					Advanced Art with a Focus on Iconography				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

			

				

				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						
						Middle School | Grades 6-9

						
						

						
					

				

					
				

				

				

			
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Middle- / Upper-School Class Periods

8:00–9:15 (ET)
9:30–10:45
11:00–12:15
12:30–1:45
2:00–3:15
3:30–4:45
5:00–6:15

 

Visit the Great Hall

Return to All Courses

 

Full SRS Curriculum Map
 

 


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Liberal Arts


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 4: Children's Classics				
			

											
				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 5:  American Classics				
			

			
 

Liberal Arts Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Greek

			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					New Testament Greek Level 1 | Middle Grades				
			

											
				
				
					New Testament Greek Level 2 | Middle Grades				
			

											
				
				
					New Testament Greek Level 3 | Middle Grades				
			

											
				
				
					Greek: New Testament Readings | Middle Grades				
			

			
 

Greek Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Catechism


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Catechism Level 4: Basic Spirituality				
			

											
				
				
					Catechism Level 5: God's Presence in His Saints				
			

			
 

Catechism Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Poetry, Literature, & Writing


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					American Short Stories: A Century of the Best				
			

											
				
				
					Orthodox Poetry from Around the World Part I | Fall				
			

											
				
				
					Orthodox Poetry from Around the World Part II | Spring				
			

											
				
				
					The Big Picture: Growing with Graphic Novels | Fall				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Chant


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Byzantine Chant 1				
			

											
				
				
					Byzantine Chant 2				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Russian


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Russian Primer: Reading and Grammar				
			

											
				
				
					Russian 1 (MS/US)				
			

			
 

Russian Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Iconography


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Iconography Apprenticeship Year 1				
			

											
				
				
					Iconography Apprenticeship Year 2 & 3 Combined				
			

											
				
				
					Iconography Apprenticeship Year 3, 4 & 5 Combined				
			

			
 

Iconography Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Iconography Workshops


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					MS Acrylic Iconography Workshop | Fall				
			

											
				
				
					MS Acrylic Iconography Workshop | Spring				
			

											
				
				
					US Acrylic Iconography Workshop | Fall				
			

											
				
				
					US Acrylic Iconography Workshop | Spring				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Catechetical Humanities


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					A Synaxarion of Daily Saints Part 1 | Fall				
			

											
				
				
					A Synaxarion of Daily Saints Part 2 | Spring				
			

											
				
				
					Orthodox Liturgical Common Arts | Fall 				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
			

			

				

				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						
						Upper School | Grades 9-12

						
						

						
					

				

					
				

				

				

			
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Middle- / Upper-School Class Periods

8:00–9:15 (ET)
9:30–10:45
11:00–12:15
12:30–1:45
2:00–3:15
3:30–4:45
5:00–6:15

 

Visit the Great Hall

Return to All Courses

 

Full SRS Curriculum Map
 


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Liberal Arts


			

				
				
				
				
				Courses can be purchased a la carte. Bundle discounts apply to the matching pairs below.




				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 6: Ancient Classics History (Greek Year)				
			

											
				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 6: Ancient Classics Literature (Greek Year)				
			

											
				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 7: Classics of Christendom History				
			

											
				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 7: Classics of Christendom Literature				
			

											
				
				
					Liberal Arts Level 8: Modern Classics of Christendom (16th Century and Beyond)				
			

			
*Note Level 8 is a single course and does not qualify for a bundle discount.

Liberal Arts Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Catechetical Humanities


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					A Synaxarion of Daily Saints Part 1 | Fall				
			

											
				
				
					A Synaxarion of Daily Saints Part 2 | Spring				
			

											
				
				
					Fools for Christ | Spring				
			

											
				
				
					Survey of Old Testament Torah				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Greek


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					New Testament Greek 1 | Beginner Upper School				
			

			


				
				
					New Testament Greek 2 | Intermediate Upper School				
			

			


				
				
					Greek: New Testament Readings | Upper School				
			

			
 

Greek Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Catechism


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Catechism Level 6: Living in Christ				
			

											
				
				
					Catechism Level 7: Theology				
			

			
 

Catechism Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Russian


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Russian 1 (MS/US)				
			

											
				
				
					Russian 2 (US)				
			

											
				
				
					Russian 3 (US)				
			

			
 

Russian Curriculum Map

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Arabic


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Arabic 1 (US)				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Literature


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					American Short Stories: A Century of the Best				
			

											
				
				
					Orthodox Poetry from Around the World Part I | Fall				
			

											
				
				
					Orthodox Poetry from Around the World Part II | Spring				
			

											
				
				
					The Big Picture: Growing with Graphic Novels | Fall				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Chant


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Byzantine Chant 1				
			

											
				
				
					Byzantine Chant 2				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Science in Orthodoxy


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Astronomy and Holy Scripture | Fall				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Iconography


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Iconography Apprenticeship Year 1				
			

											
				
				
					Iconography Apprenticeship Year 2 & 3 Combined				
			

											
				
				
					Iconography Apprenticeship Year 3, 4 & 5 Combined				
			

			
 

Iconography Curriculum Map
 


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Iconography Workshops


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					US Acrylic Iconography Workshop | Fall				
			

											
				
				
					US Acrylic Iconography Workshop | Spring				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
			

			

				

				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						
						Adult Continuing Education

						
						

						
					

				

					
				

				

				

			
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Continuing Education


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Languages


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					New Testament Greek 1 | Adults				
			

											
				
				
					New Testament Greek 2 | Adults				
			

											
				
				
					New Testament Greek 3 | Adults				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Chant & Catechism


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Byzantine Chant: Adult Level 2				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Chant & Catechism


			

				
				
				
				
				


				
				
					Iconography Apprenticeship for Adults, Year 1 & 2 Combined				
			

											
				
				
					Iconography Apprenticeship for Adults:  Year 3, 4, & 5 Combined				
			

			

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

			

				

				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Patron Saint

				Several themes emerge as the story of St. Raphael’s life unfolds. The first is the mysterious way in which God led him from his native homeland to the shores of the American continent. The second is his submissive attitude to the providence of God. And the third is his love for the people of God. Though during his lifetime he was neither a wonder-worker nor a clairvoyant elder, St. Raphael embraced a life of total abandonment of self for the service of God and his fellow man: a life of true spiritual asceticism.

From his youth, Saint Raphael’s greatest joy was to serve the Church. When he came to America, he found his people scattered abroad, and he called them to unity. He never neglected his flock, but traveled throughout America, Canada, and Mexico in search of them so that he might care for them. He kept them from straying into strange pastures, and he protected them from spiritual harm. During twenty years of faithful ministry, he nurtured them and helped them to grow. At the time of his death, the Syro-Arab Mission had thirty parishes with 25,000 faithful.

Saint Raphael came into contact with all sorts of people, and was a gentle father to them. He gained their love and respect by first loving them, and also through his charming personality and excellent character. He was always kind and merciful with others, but was strict with himself. He accomplished many good things during his earthly life, and now he joins the holy angels in offering ceaseless prayer and praise to God.

In 2015, the Antiochian Archdiocese celebrated the 100th Anniversary of his Falling Asleep.

Click HERE for more articles about St. Raphael of Brooklyn.

*Information used with permission from the Anticochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America


			

				
				
				
				
				Nicene Creed

				St. Raphael School affirms the Nicene Creed as follows: 


I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one essence with the Father through Whom all things were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father; And He will come again with glory to judge the living and dead. His kingdom shall have no end.

 

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets.

 

In one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

 

I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come.

 

Amen.




			

				
				
				
				
				Principal of St. Raphael School: Presbytera Maria Koulianos

				Presbytera Maria Koulianos, Principal, has been an educator for over 25 years, loving every minute, with vast experiences in both public and private schools as a classroom teacher, a developer and implementer of learning programs for students, and an area administrator. She earned her bachelor of science in education from Indiana University with certifications in elementary education, 7/8 non-departmental, language arts 1–9, and computer education K–12. She holds a master of divinity and a master of theology from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts, where she wrote her thesis, “The Annunciation of the Theotokos from a Liturgical Perspective.” Presbytera Maria and her husband, Father Dionysios, live in the greater Springfield area where he is the Dean of Saint George Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Springfield, MA. As an educator, she hopes to inspire her students to love literature and become lifelong learners. As principal, she is a servant-leader who is charged with building a community that supports students and parents striving for Orthodox restful classical education. Hear more about her story on this podcast. [email protected]


			

				
				
				
				
				Spiritual Advisor: Father Noah Bushelli

				Fr. Noah Bushelli is the pastor of St. Philip parish in Souderton, PA, and chairman of the Antiochian Archdiocese Department of Homeschooling which operates St. Emmelia Ministries and Conferences. In keeping with Orthodox Christian theology and practice, he serves as the Spiritual Advisor for Saint Raphael School.

Fr. Noah graduated from University of Alaska Anchorage with a BEd in 2000, and then he and his wife moved to St. Vladimir’s Seminary. He graduated with an MDiv in 2004. His thesis explored St. John Chrysostom’s notion of the Church as a spiritual hospital. After serving St. Nicholas in Bridgeport, Connecticut, for three years, they moved to St. Philip in Souderton, Pennsylvania, in 2006. Fr. Noah is grateful to raise his family in this warm, generous, faithful, and vibrant community and is working very hard to meet the demands of parish life as well as focusing on “the one thing needful.” He is grateful for the success of St. Raphael School and Scholé Academy, excited to share his love for God and the Church with students. [email protected]


			

				
				
				
				
				Founder: Father Porphryios (aka, Dr. James Taylor)

				In Memoriam: Fr. Porphyrios passed away on April 16, 2020.



Fr. Porphyrios (Dr. James Stephen Taylor) was born in Chicago, Illinois, and was raised in Columbia, Missouri, where he attended the public schools and the University of Missouri. He received his bachelor’s degree in humanities and his master’s degree in English from Southern Illinois University. The University of Kansas, Lawrence, was the setting for his doctorate in philosophy of education, and was where he attended courses in the famous integrated humanities program with professors John Senior and Dennis Quinn. At KU he taught freshmen and sophomore English and literature as well as undergraduate and graduate courses in the philosophy of education. Upon graduation, Taylor taught in middle and high schools, parochial schools, and preparatory academies, including St. Mary’s Academy (Kansas), Wichita Collegiate School, and Topeka Collegiate School. For 5 years he was assistant, then associate, professor of the education department at Hillsdale College, Michigan. For 2 of those years he served as department chair. He held regular classes using the Good and Great Books as part of the teacher preparation program. His last collegiate position was at the University of Tulsa, also in the department of education, where his specialties were philosophy of education in the graduate school, and children’s literature classes for future elementary and middle school teachers. Dr. Taylor is also the author of Poetic Knowledge, a book often used and cited in the renewal of classical Christian education.

Dr. Taylor’s father, a newspaperman and writer for the Associated Press, became editor of the Missouri Alumnus magazine and a popular speaker. Taylor’s mother was a fourth-grade teacher and librarian for Columbia public schools. James Taylor was raised in the Methodist church. His journey to Orthodoxy may have well begun there while, during a lengthy sermon, he gazed at the engraving on the wooden pulpit: “The Truth Shall Make You Free.” He was pleasantly surprised years later to learn that John Wesley, founder of Methodism, was an Anglican minister deeply read in the fathers of the Church. Later, he began a tour through the various expressions of Roman Catholicism, particularly traditional Benedictine monasticism, then spent several years with a Byzantine Rite, and finally arriving, somewhat broken but not beyond repair, at peace in the Orthodox Church.

CLICK HERE to read the interview done by the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America regarding the founding of St. Raphael School in 2013.

 


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

			

				

				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						
						St. Raphael School's History and Vision

						
						

						
					

				

					
				

				

				

			
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Mission

St. Raphael School came into existence to serve homeschooling Orthodox families. We offer classes for K–12 students based primarily on the classic Good and Great Books from Western and Eastern European culture. All classes take place in the collegial spirit of the Orthodox Church, in which education is seen as a friend to theosis, our journey of transformation into the life of Christ. While we are committed to preserving an environment of Orthodoxy for our students, we welcome inquiries and applications from non-Orthodox students. We will happily offer some further information and guidance on how to determine if the program is a good fit.

St. Raphael is an Orthodox school that is part of Scholé Academy, as a “school within a school.” This means that while St. Raphael School functions as a dedicated Orthodox academy, we also enjoy the benefits of being affiliated with a larger Christian classical online academy. Students from St. Raphael may also take courses at Scholé Academy, and sometimes our teachers at St. Raphael will offer courses with Scholé Academy. Both St. Raphael School and Scholé Academy are divisions of Classical Academic Press. St. Raphael School also benefits from the various staff resources and expertise at Classical Academic Press, in the areas of web development, promotion, order processing, and customer service.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Aims

 

In accordance with our mission, St. Raphael School, with God’s help, aims to…


	Create a complete curriculum uniquely suited for Orthodox families in the spirit of a classical, liberal arts education
	Connect Orthodox homeschooling families with teachers and tutors in an online classroom environment
	Provide ongoing and up-to-date resources, articles, and reviews from the perspective of the Orthodox faith
	Deliver a poetic and holistic education drawing extensively on the classics
	Utilize technological resources to offer a worthwhile education at a low cost





			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Pedagogy

 

We are unique not only by using classic books in these days of popular culture education, and of teaching students in a thoughtful manner, but we are also unique in this regard: the classroom is conceived as members of the body of Christ, made in the image of God, Baptized and Chrismated with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

We never consider our students as mere names or numbers—or even as mere “students.” When we experience the truth, beauty, and goodness in our books and conversations, it is the whole person as icon of God whose heart is lifted up, the heart of man which is the intellectual and spiritual center of every person. It is in this mode of education that we begin to see into the mystery of things.

Following from this Orthodox Christian vision of the classroom and the enlightened view of the human person, classes from St. Raphael’s are taught in the “conversational mode” rather than mere lecture. The term “conversation” indicates a “turning together” around a subject of significance and the questions of wonder and inquiry that naturally follow.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Explore Our Courses!


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				All Courses
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				By House
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				By Grade
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Our Mission
			Scholé Academy seeks to provide superlative classical education online, employing the restful pedagogy embodied in the word scholé.
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