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Prayer List
Living
Fr. Peter

“When we talk to our fellow men
and they tell us about their troubles, we will listen to them
carefully if we have love for them. We will have compassion for
their suffering and pain, for we are God's creatures; we are a
manifestation of the love of God.”
― Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica

Eleousa

St. Theodosius

Phyllis
Lynn
Joseph
Andrew

Archbishop Paul
Fr. Porphyrios
Fr. Abraham
Barbara Joy

Timothy
Anna

Holy Prophet Jeremiah

May 9

Holy Martyr
Christopher

May 16
St Nicholas
Mystikos

Departed

Elliot

May 1

May 12
Holy Virgin-martyr
Glykeria at Heraclea

Linda

Suzan

Feats of the
Month

Today let us honor a star of Russia, / who shone forth
from the East, and came to the West. / The entire
world has been enriched by wonders and blessings, /
and all of us by grace / and by the establishment of the
monastic rule by Blessed Theodosius.
Kontakion: (Tone 3)

May 17
Holy Martyr
Solochon
May 24
St Vincent of
Lerins

Note from the Editor

Dear St. Raphael Journal readers, thank you for checking out our newsletter! It
wouldn't be possible without all the amazing support from SRS teachers and staff.
If you would like to see more student submissions, please explore the St. Raphael
School Journal Website. To submit names for the prayer list or a student
submission, email the Newsletter team here.
Erika Kjendal
Managing Editor & Website Coordinator
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Featured Essay
Recommended Summer Reads
By Julia Sheridan
It has been a joy writing
for this journal during the school
year. But as it nears its end and
the summer stretches out before
us, I’d like to leave you with
some reading material. I fnd
that so many books are wellknown and well-read (Pride and
Prejudice, Lord of The Rings,
and The Iliad, etc.). But
everyone knows that these are
good books, and I’ll wager
you’ve read most of them
already. So, here is a fresh list of
books that I think everyone
should read and too few people
have:

2. Lights on the Mountain
by Cheryl Anne Tuggle

4.The Man Who Was Thursday
by G. K. Chesterton

This novel is a bildungsroman
about a Pennsylvania dairy
farmer losing his family and
discovering Orthodoxy. Another
great Christian novel (only it
doesn’t have the fantasy aspects
that The Lightkeeper has if
fantasy isn’t your preference). It
is a very peaceful read. I read it
when I was sick earlier this year
and it brought me comfort.

This novel is a fantasy thriller
bursting with adventure and plot
twists. Again, I read this book in
24 hours. The main character
fghts anarchy by disguising
himself and joining the
anarchist’s inner circle of leaders.
If you love quests and appreciate
a quick-paced read but also
appreciate a little philosophy and
word play, then this is the read
for you.

“If you love quests and
appreciate a quick-paced read
but also appreciate a little
philosophy and word play, then
this is the read for you”.

5. Do Hard Things
by Alex and Brett Harris

This book did so much to shape
my perspective of my teenage
3. A House Called Awful End
years. This is a motivational
In this beautiful novel, a
by Phillip Ardagh
book about Christian living and
Lightkeeper travels through time
the teenage years. Not only is its
This is one of the funniest books
to different lighthouses in order
message timely and important,
I have ever read. It is a children’s
to save the light and the light
but the writing style and stories
book, but the writing is so genius
keeper in times of dangerous
are engaging and compelling.
weather. But when she is offered and the adventures so wacky,
I’ve entirely embraced the fght
that like most good children’s
the choice between normal life
against our society’s low
books, it is enjoyable for all ages.
and saving lives, she has to
expectations. I’ve read this book
Eddie Dickens, the main
discover what humanity means
six times and counting. And
character, gets into some quite
when injury and death are
once more, the audible version
strange predicaments when he
factors. This novel is a blend of
of this book is gold.
goes to live with his great aunt
Christian fction, fantasy,
and great uncle. Also, Audible’s
historical fction and is perfect
Hopefully some of these books
version of the book is an
for binge reading in a 24-hour
tickled your fancy and you’ve
absolutely lovely experience on
time period (that’s what I did).
added them to your (probably)
its own.
already full reading list. Happy
summer reading everyone!
1. The Lightkeeper
by Sherry Shenoda
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Current Events
Georgian Paschal Traditions
By Grace Wagner
The season of
resurrection has arrived! Christ
has trampled down death by
death, and now all things are
flled with light. After forty days
of fasting, we have fnally
reached the Paschal feast! The
Paschal season is a joyous time of
celebration, and each culture has
their own unique Paschal
traditions. Some of the most
interesting and lesser-known
Paschal traditions come from the
beautiful country of Georgia.
One ancient Georgian
Paschal tradition is “purifcation
by fre” (where people jump over
a large bonfre to symbolize
spiritual purifcation), and the
practice is still held today in
some areas of Georgia on Great
and Holy Wednesday. Also on
Holy Wednesday, Georgians try
to go to confession in
preparation to receive the
Eucharist on Great and Holy
Thursday. Great and Holy
Friday is a solemn and sorrowful
day, and Georgians fast from
food all day and do not go to
work, instead they spend the
entire day at Church. The
traditional greeting of “Christ is
Risen!” in Georgian is
pronounced “Kriste Aghdga!”
while the response, “Indeed he is
Risen!” is “Cheshmaritad
aghdga!”
In ancient Georgia,
following the Pascha service,
St. Raphael School Journal

Georgians would partake of a
short meal of meat and wine,
before they headed outdoors to
participate in a variety of feld
games including archery, horseracing, ball games, and so forth.
Afterwards, everyone would eat
a large meal; and, during the
celebration, the chona, a chosen
group of people, would go
around the neighborhood
singing traditional songs and
would receive red eggs, wine,
and money in return.

Paschal tradition: the boys of the
town compete in archery by
trying to shoot colored eggs with
their arrows, and the frst person
to hit the target receives a prize.
In Southern Georgia after the
Pascha service, women go home
and bake special bread in their
tandrys, which are traditional
dome-shaped ovens made of
clay, while the men prepare the
meat (which is usually ham). In
Samegrelo (which is located in
Western Georgia), the main
Paschal dish is a whole roasted
“Kriste Aghdga!”
suckling pig, and it is traditional
the parish members to elect
“Cheshmaritad aghdga!” for
someone to be the tamada
In the modern day, every (toastmaster), and that person
village in Georgia has their own receives the head of the pig to
unique Paschal traditions. For
symbolize how respected he (or
instance, on Pascha in the village she) is by the community. In the
of Shukhuti, people gather to
village of Kakheti in Eastern
play “lelo burti” (feld-ball) - a
Georgia, the faithful are not
three-hundred year old tradition! allowed to drink wine on Great
The game is played with a hand and Holy Friday; but, after the
sewn ball that weighs a
Paschal Service, special wine is
whopping 37.48 pounds, and the served that has been stored in
players are divided into two
zedashes (earthenware jugs). The
teams: the Upper Shukhuti and tradition of keeping wine for
the Lower Shukhuti. The village Pascha in zedashes is very
priest starts the game by
ancient; in the olden times, the
throwing the ball to the players, tradition was to gradually fll up
and then each team tries to be
the zedashes with wine
the frst to cross the river which
throughout the year, and on
runs through the village.
Pascha everyone would partake
Whichever team successfully
of the wine together. The main
does so and places the ball on
Paschal dish of Kakheti is
the opposite bank wins. The
roasted lamb, and parties usually
village of Sno has its own
last for a very long time.
May 2022
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Student Submissions
Poetry
MARCH
By Joseph Brumley
March! Hup two three four!
Kick the leaves across the foor,
Forget to close the door.
Oh no! From warm to cold,
The weather is way too bold.
No snow for a month,
Hoping for lunchTo eat out of doors,
And then it pours.
Snow! Snow! Snow!

POEM ABOUT SPRING
By Analise Reynolds
Most people think SpringIs such a lovely thing,
But all I can think of is its horrible deeds,
Oh how awful it can be!
Spring is so beautiful with its many fowers in bloom,
But do not let it deceive you for it also brings gloom,
For spring also brings many allergies,
Oh Spring, just let me be!
I hope this horrible time is just a dream,
But now I sniffe in my bed,
Thinking inside of my head,
Oh Spring how could you be so mean?

It's all on the go,
Ruining all hopes of spring,
Wait, one vestige doth cling!
Could it be? Really?
A baby tree!
Gee Whiz!
Here it is,
The beginnings of a daffodil!
So still,
There is a chance,
That spring will dance,

A Fun Way to Remember How to Stay in
Communion with God Throughout the Week.
By Anastasia Fahey

Contemplate on Christ
Offer prayers
Maximize your virtues
Mature spiritually
Unite with Christ
Navigate your thoughts
Illumine your mind
Open your heart
Neglect sin

At last.
St. Raphael School Journal
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Student Submissions
Student Submissions
Nature Observations

FEBRUARY
By Emilia Offcer
I lay on the pine
needles, hearing
only my calm
rhythmic breaths
and the scraping of
branches against
each other. The sky
is covered by a
sheet of gray clouds,
they hide the Sun’s
warmth from the
earth. But the Sun
still found her way,
tiny cracks allowed for her warm rays to fow in.
Green grass is starting to sprout out from the
earth, dandelions too. I try to fnd a bird in the
trees but am only met with silence.
Where are you? The birds that once sang songs of
cheer are now gone and the lands are silent in
their absence.
The bird feeders are flled but not a single bird has
eaten. In the warmer days birds of all sizes would
fock to get the fresh seeds. Their trills would ring
in the forest, attracting more to come.
Only deer are brave enough to travel in this cold
bitter time. Their hunger drives them on as food
gets scarcer, sometimes I even see them steal the
food from the bird feeders. They eat every green
grass that sprouts out. I often think they are like
wild lawnmowers, except they much prefer to go
for your precious fowers more than the nasty
weeds or luscious grass. Any fower you may be
growing outside you will have to say goodbye to,
because it will be snatched and only a stem is left.

Finish reading this nature observation here
St. Raphael School Journal

MARCH
By Kiersten Archer
No matter what time of year the desert always
looks the same. Or so it seems. The cacti are
always in the same place as when you last saw
them. Unless they fall down and you wonder
where the cactus with fve arms, three holes, and a
snake around it went. Then again you might not
keep track of every cactus in the desert.

If you ignore the tiny human and you look past the
fake grass you can see some hills/mountains. The
mountains always look the same to me from afar,
but if you ever get close to one you can see
differences every season. For instance, in the
summer they are brown, In the fall they are a
darker brown, In the winter they are a mix of light
and dark and in the spring they are light brown
with hints of green. Ok, I’m joking (not really), the
desert blooms and when it does that’s when you
can see bright pops of color next to all the brown.
Now you're probably wondering why I chose the
desert out of all the things I could’ve chosen. I
seriously would have done Hawaii trust me. Yet,
the desert doesn’t get enough credit. If someone
says “We're going to Arizona!” people’s reaction

Finish reading this nature observation here
April 2022
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Student Submissions
Student Submissions
OPHELIA'S LAST WORDS
By Mary Kjendal
Scene 6 1⁄2.
A willow growing aslant a brook.
Enter OPHELIA.
OPHELIA: O brothers and lovers, O hated and adored.
You who made my life hell and hurt, look upon me now!
Look upon my wasted body, nay, look upon my wasted heart!
For others I strove, to what end?
My mouth was to be kept silent, my lips to be kept still.
Vines threaten to strangle, sweet aromas to poison!
Roses secret deadly thorns, boughs boast of baneful blows.
My life is a blossom, quick to bloom, quicker to die.
Left out in the cold, what chance had I?
Life yearns to be ended. Can I resist?
Nay, not that I’ve been told. To be urged is to obey, is it not?
What choice had I? If I had such a choice, could I choose?
But to have one more chance, one more laugh at life!
To have a moment to breathe, pure and free.
If I had done it differently, if I had chosen right.
But to keep a frm hold on my heart, ’twas but a fantasy.
My heart had a will of its own.
’Tis folly to let it beat, unchecked, straining for so long to break free!
But now, let it be severed, my fair dreams to be let loose,
So that they may drift upon lazy rivers, foat upon a summer breeze,
Lasting ’til forever.
Let them be borne upon the wings of a sparrow and in the thundering of rain.
May the willow whisper my wishes, may it capture my faint voice.
My wretched body will drown, but spare my essence!
These cold fngers wrap around me; they threaten me too soon!
I shall not mourn my loss, but lift up a song,
Fit to mingle with the songs of nature.
Farewell, pain, sorrow, and torture; farewell, sunsets and blossoms and blush.
Mourn me not, condemners of the condemned!
I care not if you bury me when I lie still warm,
Or if you wait until my breath is frosty on my cheeks, but return me to my inception.
Once I loved you, but no more!
Life is through; let water pour.
St. Raphael School Journal
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Student Submissions
Miminashi Ho-ichi, Retold in Low Style
By Owen Bender
There are two parts to a
good storytelling. It’s one part a
good story, and one part a good
telling. In fact, in feudal Japan
there was a storyteller so skilled
that he could mostly stick to the
same old story. The history of
the Heike clan was a story any
audience of his would have
heard before, but when he told it,
it was different.
His name was Ho-ichi.
When he sat down in front of an
audience, he strummed his
stringed biwa-twannnng-and they
all fell silent. He began his tale,
and they listened.

footsteps on gravel-crunch, crunch,
crunch. Then, a
voice-“Storyteller!”
And Ho-ichi: “Who calls
me? I can’t see.”
The voice: “I am a
samurai, speaking for my lord.
He is visiting the area and has
heard of your skill. He wishes
you to come and perform for
him. Hold out your hand, so I
can lead you to him.”

Ho-ichi obeys. (I mean,
you’re summoned by a highranking daimyo; what else are
you gonna do?) The samurai
grabs his hand and off he runs.
Ho-ichi may have been
They go a while, turning left,
blind, but he could describe
right, left, shallow left, hard
things like he’d been there
right-Ho-ichi can’t keep track of
himself. The listeners could see
the leader’s smug smile when he where they are. Then they stop.
told of the Heike’s rise to power. He hears a clack-clack-clack-clackclack of many footsteps on
They could hear his victims’
wooden foors that shift to a
cries as the leader ruled with
softer thump, thump, thump, on dirt.
cruelty and an iron fst. They
He thinks, Oh, I’m to perform in
could feel the warriors’ wounds
in the naval battle of Dan-no-ura some sort of courtyard outside wherever
where countless Heike fell to the the daimyo and his traveling party are
staying. A new voice comes: “Ah,
sea.
here is the storyteller. Whenever
One evening, Ho-ichi was you are ready, we would like to
hear your rendition of the tale of
sitting outside a Shinto temple.
the Heike.”
(The priest was a close friend
of his.) Rather suddenly, his
Ho-ichi bows. “I am honored,
quiet was interrupted. First,
St. Raphael School Journal

my lord, but the story you wish
to hear is fairly long and
it’s getting late. If you are to
sleep well, it will take around
three nights to tell fully.”
The lord says, “This is
acceptable. I will send my guard
to retrieve you tomorrow night
and the next so you can fnish.”
So Ho-ichi begins, and it
goes well. No, it goes very well.
He’s never had an audience
who loved the story so much. He
stops about a third of the way
through, bows, gets an
enthusiastic applause, and the
samurai takes him home. But
before he walks inside, the
samurai stops him.
“Teller, you’re good at
what you do, but my master’s
reputation is important. He
would rather you not mention
that he came all this way just to
hear you tell a story.” Ho-ichi
agrees to stay quiet. So when his
friend the priest approaches him
with, “Ho-ichi, where were you?
I couldn’t fnd you anywhere,”
his answer is, “Oh, I needed to
stretch my legs and went for a
walk,” and he heads off to bed.

Finish reading this story here
April 2022
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Student Submissions
Fine Arts Page

FOUR PENCIL DRAWINGS
Drawn by Daniel Brumley

NEW MARTYR GRAND DUCHESS ELIZABETH
Drawn by Anastasia Fahey

St. Raphael School Journal
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Stump the Priest
Stump the
Priest!
Answered by Fr. Nikolai Meyers
Q.“Do you know any cavemen saints?
Or cavemen who helped dinosaurs?”
– Saiah Murray
A. The idea of cavemen is
actually a recent idea in the last
few hundred years. It comes
from archeological discoveries of
artifacts and cave paintings and
modern people imagining how
the people who created those
paintings and made those
artifacts lived.. When you look
at the oldest written stories you
do not fnd anyone talking about
the people who came before
them being cavemen as we think
of cavemen today. So there are
no stories handed down to us
that describe anyone being a
caveman. The oldest stories of a
Saint caring for living creatures
would be Noah who lived even
before writing was invented.
According to the information
given to us in the Old Testament
(Septuagint version, that is the
OT in Greek) Noah lived around
3267 BC at the time of the
food. You of course have St.
George who tamed a dragon and
Saints who lived in caves and
had friends among the animals,
but none of them would have
thought of themselves as
cavemen.
St. Raphael School Journal

Q. “Why were some animals considered clean and others unclean in
the Old Testament?”
– Anastasia Fahey
A. Clean animals were the animals you could eat and
unclean animals were the ones you could not eat. Clean
animals were also the ones you could offer as sacrifce to
God in the Old Testament and unclean animals you could
not. It had nothing to do with how dirty they were or how
they smelled.
April 2022
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Theosis of the Arts
The Services of Great and Holy Week
By Theodora Cuica
Good morning! Good
afternoon! Good evening!
Welcome to the column
“Theosis Through The Arts”!
Christ is Risen, dear readers! I
pray that you have all had a
blessed Pascha. Pascha is a time
to rejoice that our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, has risen
from the dead and trampled
down death. Life is restored to
our souls as well as the earth
itself with fowers blooming and
animals appearing again to
celebrate Christ’s resurrection
with us. The happiness that we
experience during Pascha does
not wear off just because Pascha
Sunday has passed. It is an
eternal fame that we must
always spread towards others,
telling them that Christ is Risen!
Before Pascha, we have special
services during the whole of
Lent, including Holy Week, and
that's what I would like to share
with you today, the special
services of Holy Week and what
they signify.
Before Holy Week starts,
we have two special days which
are Lazarus Saturday and Palm
Sunday. On Lazarus Saturday,
we hold a big feast to
commemorate the miracle Jesus
Christ performed when he
brought St. Lazarus of Bethany
back from the dead. Lazarus
Saturday exclaims the
St. Raphael School Journal

Matins is celebrated for Holy
Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday, and the services tell
us about the last directions and
instructions from Christ towards
his disciples. These evening
services are called Bridegroom
Matins as they are dedicated to
the parable of the ten virgins
waiting for the Bridegroom who
comes at midnight. This parable
is important because Jesus Christ
is warning us of the Second
“It is an eternal fame that
Coming. The readings from the
we must always spread
Presanctifed Liturgy that go
towards others, telling them
along with these Matins come
from Exodus, Job, and Matthew.
that Christ is Risen!”
On Holy Wednesday, the
service commemorates Judas
special procession on this day.
The parishioners are given palm betraying Christ in exchange for
30 pieces of silver. The service
fronds which they often weave
into palm crosses which are kept also includes the divine mystery
of Holy Unction which is a
year-long or burnt on Holy
practice that has been adopted in
Wednesday.
the last two hundred years to
Holy Week begins
remember when Mary
Sunday night with the
Magdalene anointed His feet
Bridegroom Matins service for
Holy Monday. The services from with oil and myrrh. This service
is also the last time the prayer of
now on are sung “in
anticipation,” meaning Matins is Saint Ephraim is said for the rest
of the year.
celebrated the evening before
The Holy Thursday services are
and Vespers is celebrated in the
morning. This gives the faithful a very special and the Vesperal
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil in the
sense that the world is upsidemorning is dedicated to the Last
down and in travail because of
Christ’s forthcoming passion and Supper. It is during this Supper
also hearkens back to the ancient that Jesus gave his apostles bread
and wine...
defnition that a day is from
sunset to sunset. Bridegroom
Finish reading this column here
forthcoming victory of Christ
over Hades, and fearing this,
Hades trembles.
Palm Sunday is the day
when we celebrate Jesus’
entrance into Jerusalem riding
on a donkey. The people laid out
palm fronds and clothes on the
ground as Jesus passed by,
calling out to him “Hosanna!”
and “Messiah!” We have our
Divine Liturgy followed by a

April 2022
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Poetry Corner
The Time Has Come
By Genevieve Bell and Natasha Richart

At last, at last,
The time has come,
To break the fast,
And celebrate Him.
Christ is Risen!
Paschal Eggs colored red
Candles all aglow,
The sweet night air,
White glittering robes.
Χριστός Ανέστη!
Psalms are read,
Hymns are sung
Sorrowful and joyful tears are shed.
Children are tired and ready for bed
Христос воскрес!
White and pink fowers bloom
Just for Christ and Pascha every year
Darkness and temptation attempt to loom
But we follow Christ His image should be our mirror.
Le Christ est ressuscité!
Lent had been an exuberant struggle,
Now it is time to feast.
And pray to Him,
For us, he sacrifced his own self.
ي حقام
َس
!ا ل
On a donkey he trods
Melodious bells are rung,
To glorify Him.
Lent is over, and Bright Week begins.
Indeed He has risen.
St. Raphael School Journal
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School
News
More
Parish
News
Month Highlights
Collected and Edited by Mary Kjendal

X
Level 4 Literature
In April, Level 4 fnished
Keeper of the Light by Bev Cooke.
After reading the book, each
student wrote a short biography
about Saint Macrina, whom the
book is about. They are now in the
middle of reading The Story of
King Arthur and his Knights by
Howard Pyle. In Nature Studies
they have continued learning
about birds and are keeping bird
logs.
Contributed by Nicholas Kjendal

Level 5 Catechism
In Catechism Level 5,
students fnished reading Daniel
and moved on to Job. After
reading selections of Job, they
started reading Second Maccabees
in class. They also wrote their
midterm biographies this month
with the choice to write about
Isaiah, Daniel, or Job. After
writing their papers, they went on
break for Holy Week and Great
and Glorious Pascha.
Contributed by Susanna Dorham

“They had fun acting
it out in class and
having interesting discussions
about the morals
in the play.”

Level 5 Literature
X

Liberal Arts Level 5 tackled
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark by
William Shakespeare this month.
They had fun acting it out in class,
having interesting discussions
about the morals in the play, and
talking about the conversations
about political issues at the time of
the playwright that appear in the
play. As a fnal project, they acted
out, recorded, or wrote soliloquies
given by Hamlet in the play or one
of their own compositions from the
perspective of one of the
characters.
Contributed by Susanna Dorham

Level 6 History
1
This month, students of
History Level 6 have fnished up
their readings from Josephus.
After reading and discussing the
Jewish war and the destruction of
the Temple of Jerusalem, they
began reading Eusebius. Eusebius
was a Christian bishop and
historian in the 4th century AD
who narrates the history of the
church. Students have enjoyed
learning about the early church's
enlightening history,

St. Raphael School Journal

including the early Christian
martyrs, Constantine, and the
other various events that happened
around that time.
Contributed by Julianna Esparza

Level 6 Catechism
With blessed Lent at a
close, the students in Catechism
Level 6 are also coming to a close
in the book Unseen Warfare. It was
a beautiful and wonderfully written
book. They are fnishing their last
group essay of the year, ‘A Letter to
a New Christian’. All of their
outlines have been great and on
point. During class time the
students have continued working
on putting Unseen Warfare into a
short summary. It has still been
deemed diffcult, but their ideas
and thoughts have improved.
Unseen Warfare, they have agreed,
is a life-changing book. Or, as one
student put it, ‘a self-help book for
the soul.'
Contributed by Genevieve Bell

Xx

Level 7 Literature

In the past month, Level 7
Literature has read through all of
Shakespeare's Macbeth. After
reading each section in their own
time, students were assigned roles
frst thing each class to perform it
aloud, as plays are meant to be.
April 2022
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MoreParish
School News
More
News
Month Highlights
Collected and Edited by Mary Kjendal

X
In-class discussions covered a
wide variety of topics in relation
to the story, including
predestination vs. free will, how
power and ambition corrupt,
and things that appear to be
other than what they are. Their
fnal assignment will be a series
of arguments against claims that
anyone or anything other than
Macbeth can be held
responsible for his actions. Once
this newsletter is published, they
will be well into John Milton's
Paradise Lost.
Contributed by Owen Bender

Xx

Level 7 Catechism

For Catechism Level 7,
the more recent March/April
readings have included the
topics of Great Lent, icons,
prayers for the departed,
heaven/hell, and the question
"Are you saved?". In addition to
the weekly readings and in-class
discussions thereof, students
have also chosen the topics for
their individual end-of-term
papers, and have begun to work
on them. Hopefully.
Contributed by Nina Gillquist

adjectives straight based on the
gender of the nouns they
modify. They continue to study
housing vocabulary, and are
learning a lot about modern
housing architecture in Russia,
comparing them to American
housing architecture and the
mass architecture of the Soviet
era.
Contributed by Nectaria Miller

“They now learn a
short hymn from a
different mode each.”

Elements of Church
Music
xx

The students in
Elements of Church Music
have moved away from their
exercises and are now focusing
all their attention on hymns
that are actually sung in
church. While they are short
pieces, the students are still
excited as they see their hard
work slowly starting to pay off.
Russian 1
They now learn a short hymn
This month in Russian 1, from a different mode each
week for homework before
students have been spending a
lot of time getting the endings of working through the pieces in
St. Raphael School Journal

class. As they continue to work
on their chanting, some of the
students get a chance to learn
the hymn for their saint as the
teacher assigns them as options
for weekly homework.
Contributed by Susanna Dorham
Iconography
Apprenticeship 1
This month, students in
Iconography Apprenticeship
Level 1 have done more
individualist work on their icons.
Some have added more foats to
their backgrounds while others
have completed details on the
eyes, beard, or hair. However,
all students have delicately
painted the outline of their
halos, the cross inside, and
initials using a rich red colorant.
Once they have painted the
border, their laborious but Godpleasing icons will be completed.
Their Spring Projects which
took a total of nine weeks are
also fnished.
Contributed by Anastasia Fahey

Iconography
Apprenticeship 2
Xx

In Iconography
Apprenticeship level 2, students
have been working on the facial
features of their icon.
April 2022
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Even
More
School
News
More
Parish
News

Month Highlights
Collected and Edited by Mary Kjendal
Throughout the past month, the
icons have transformed into
beautiful, vibrant works. Along
with the skin highlights, students
have started to work on creating
depth in their icon’s clothes. All
students have completed their
spring projects and shared with
each other their favorites. The
projects helped students
tremendously with all sorts of
elements ranging from line
width to creating beautiful real
life portraits. Students will
continue to prayerfully and
diligently work on their icons!
Contributed by Samuel Jenkins

which are a wonderful deep
blue. Students have also done
some lining on the hands and
the folds of the garments.
Painting has begun on Christ’s
hair as well. Students have been
diligent in learning the different
types of icons of Mary such as
Eleousa and Hodegetria.
Contributed by Anastasia Fahey

X

“..students have started

to work on creating
depth in their
icon’s clothes”

Iconography Workshop:
Virgin of Tenderness
Students in Iconography
Workshop: Virgin of
Tenderness have been very
productive with their icons. The
frst and second fesh are done
as well as foats on Christ and
Mary’s cloaks. They have been
working on their backgrounds
St. Raphael School Journal
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Meet
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Owen Bender

Annalise Dawson

Grace Wagner

Column Writer

Assistant Editor

Column Writer

"Life is like a bicycle. To keep your balance,
you must keep moving."
-Albert Einstein

"The only constant
in life is change.”

Theodora Cuica

Erika Kjendal

Column Writer

Managing Editor
Website CoordinatorX

“I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”
- Philippians 4:13

Natasha Richart

Column Writer

“You can never get a cup of tea large
enough or a book long enough to suit me.”
- C.S. Lewis

Julia Sheridan

Column Writer

“My grace is suffcient for you, my “Is there any pleasure on earth as great as a
power is made perfect in weakness.” circle of Christian friends by a good fre?”
-C.S. Lewis
- 2 Cor. 12:9

x

Genevieve Bell

Mary Kjendal

Column Writer

Column Writer

"All grown-ups were once children...but only “Poetry is when an emotion has found its “Kindness is the language the deaf
few of them remember it."
thoughts and the thought has found words.” can hear and the blind can see.”
- The Little Prince
- Mark Twain
- Robert Frost
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